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OVERVIEW
The Friendswood Police Department participates in the National Incident Based Reporting System
(NIBRS). Submissions of crime statistics began with NIBRS in October 2019. At the conclusion of 2021,
the Department has now submitted two full years of crime statistics using the NIBRS system.
Aside from serving as a general indicator of crime, crime data compiled is often used for strategic and
operational decision-making. The data is used to evaluate the nature of emerging and continuing crime
problems within different areas of the city.
A large amount of crime information appears in the City media outlets, most often as descriptions of
recent specific incidents, offenders, and victims. It also appears in the form of local crime statistics used
to illustrate comparative crime rates and trends. One such comparison statistic is the crime rate.

CRIME RATE
The Friendswood Police Department continues to track Index Crime: (1) as a metric to evaluate the
overall crime rate over several years; and (2) as a comparison to comparable and adjacent jurisdictions.
The crime rate is calculated as crimes per 1,000 residents. The most recent crime rate is based the
on the City’s estimated population at the end of 2021 – 41,951. Crime statistics published by the FBI
use U.S. Census Bureau population numbers from the most recent census – 2020. Furthermore,
the FBI no longer uses Arson in their calculations for total Index Crime.

2

*

*this chart uses U.S. Census population statistics from the 2020 census; the crime rate in other areas of this report uses the estimated
population for the end of December 2021 as estimated by the City of Friendswood Community Development Department.

CRIME REPORTING
The National Incident Based Report System (NIBRS) collects data on each single incident and arrest
within 24 offense categories made up of 52 specific crimes called Group A offenses. For each of the
offenses reported to law enforcement, data is collected that defines specifics about each crime that is
reported. In addition to the Group A offenses, there are 10 Group B offense categories for which only
arrest data is reported.

GROUP A OFFENSES
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A sixteen percent increase was seen in crime against property. Catalytic converter theft added to
this increase with a forty-seven percent increase in Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts or Accessories in
2021. Fraud and Identity Theft crimes continue to rise. This has been one of the side effects of
the coronavirus pandemic where scammers have exploited the situation with increases in the
number of stimulus, bank, elder, and government fraud schemes.

Overall, Group A offenses have increased by eleven percent. In 2020, the drop in reportable offenses
was attributed to the drop in the population’s mobility. With the overall crime dropping throughout the
duration of the pandemic, it has remained lower than usual.
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GROUP B OFFENSES
There are 10 Group B offense categories. They encompass all of the crimes not considered Group A
offenses. Only arrest data are reported for these categories.

ARRESTS

In 2021, there was an eleven percent increase in the number of arrests – 1,123 in 2021 compared to
1,008 in 2020. Seventy-six percent of those individuals arrested hold residency outside of Friendswood.
The COVID-19 pandemic may be responsible for the lower number in 2020. Lower-level arrests were
stopped at the beginning of the pandemic in 2020 and enforcement of certain laws decreased during
the early months of the pandemic.
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There was a 6% increase in the number of Driving While Intoxicated arrests – 345 in 2020 compared
to 364 in 2021.

TRAFFIC
The total number of traffic crashes increased
thirty-seven percent - 395 in 2020 compared
to 542 in 2021. Again, the COVID-19 pandemic
may be responsible for some of lower numbers
seen in 2020. With the stay-at-home orders in
place in 2020 and the decrease in roadway traffic,
the result was fewer crashes. The 2021 accident
numbers are back to the numbers seen in 2019 –
537 crashes.
Seventy-three percent of all reported crashes
occurred on the three farm-to-market roadways –
FM 528, FM 518, and FM 2351.
In an effort to lower the number of crashes, the Department increased traffic enforcement with a dedicated
Traffic Enforcement Officer during peak accident times. In 2021, there were 22,499 traffic stops made –
an increase of thirteen percent from the 19,937 logged in 2020. In 2021, 5,928 traffic-related citation
violations were issued.
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RESPONSE TIMES

The Friendswood Police Department had an authorized strength of 65 sworn police officers – a ratio
of 1.55 officers per 1,000 residents. Recruiting and hiring efforts have been ongoing in both
sworn and non-sworn positions. Two new police officers and four non-sworn employees were hired in
2021. In 2021, the Friendswood Police Department received 16,842 police calls for service. Those
calls were answered promptly with data showing a 2% percent decrease in Priority 1 response
times.

Priority 1 calls are defined as those requiring an immediate response and presence of law

enforcement to protect individuals from injury, life-threatening, or other emergency situations.

Priority 2 calls are events reported of an occurrence and there are no indicators of risk or

threat associated with Priority 1 calls, i.e., thefts and accidents involving damage only.

Priority 3 calls are events that require an officer to respond where the situation will not deteriorate
if the assigned officer is not immediately available, i.e., vehicle unlocks and reports of criminal
mischief not in progress.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER
The Friendswood Police Department is committed to the
safety and well-being of the students, teachers, and staff
within the school districts located in the City. As such, the City
has agreements for the provision of various police services.
In Friendswood Independent School District (FISD), the
School Resource Officer Unit is a visible presence throughout
the year providing instruction as guest lecturers, conducting
proactive patrols in and around our schools, collaborating
with administrators, and building relationships vital to public
safety. There are four officers committed, under contract, to
FISD. The City also provides one school crossing guard and
school zone officers before and after school. For Clear Creek
Independent School District (CCISD), the ity provides five
crossing guards to ensure the safety of our students as they
go to and from school.

CRIME VICTIM ASSISTANCE
For the past 22 years, the Friendswood Police Department has
successfully secured Federal grant funding for the Crime
Victim Assistance program. This grant is an 80 percent
reimbursement grant funding the salary of a full-time Crime
Victim Liaison. Victims of crime receive many services
through the program, including, crisis counseling, advocacy,
information, and referral. As part of this program, the
Department has a corps of police Chaplains who are
available for spiritual counseling and grief support for the
staff and victims of crime. A grant application has been filed
for the 2023 fiscal year.

POLICE K-9 UNITS
The Friendswood Police Department has two dual purpose police K-9s.
K-9 Tigo, a male Dutch Shepherd, is a dual-purpose narcotics detection
and patrol K-9. His service began in July 2019 and his handler is Officer
Carlos Granillo. Tigo’s capabilities include narcotic detection, criminal
apprehension, tracking with article detection, open area and building
searches for suspects, area article searches, officer and handler protection,
and search for missing persons. In 2021, K-9 Tigo was used in tactical
applications and building/areas searches for suspects. He conducted
searches for controlled substances in 62 vehicles, and 4 area searches. He
apprehended 3 suspects and conducted building area searches for suspects
and evidence searches. This K-9 team is responsible for 32 drug arrests and
29 other arrests.
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K-9 Rick, a male Belgian Malinois, is a dual-purpose explosives detection
and patrol K-9. His service began in May 2020 and his handler is Officer
Cory McCombs. Rick’s capabilities include explosive detection, criminal
apprehension, tracking with article detection, open area and building
searches for suspects, area article searches, officer and handler protection,
and search for missing persons. Given that explosives are the primary
method used by terrorists to inflict suffering, Rick’s ability to sniff out
explosives is integral to security operations on every level. K-9 Rick was
used in school/building/area searches for suspects, evidence searches
and made 3 suspect apprehensions in 2021.

CHALLENGES NOW AND MOVING FORWARD
Given the person-to-person spread of COVID-19, police officers are at an increased risk of exposure
due to their close contact with members of the public. To protect officers, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and other agencies have made numerous recommendations for police
agencies to protect officers and the public. On December 27, 2021, Sergeant James Dement died
as a result of COVID-19 related illness. This line-of-duty death is the first in Friendswood’s history.
His line-of-duty death is memorialized on the Officer Down Memorial Page, https://www.odmp.org/
officer/25846-sergeant-james-dement.
In 2021, the Friendswood Police Department and training providers suspended in-person training.
The Department continued to have modified roll call meetings and limited community outreach
initiatives. Glove and mask safety precautions are still in place for officers and there is still
limited access to department facilities. In an effort to further limit the amount of contact with the
public, the Friendswood Police Department continued to encourage the handling of nonemergency and non-violent calls for service by telephone. Officers have been spending more time
in patrol cars and interacting with community members through telephone contact and limiting
officer presence to times when it was required. Operational protocols as a result of the pandemic
continue to evolve as more is known about infection rates and changes in CDC recommendations.
The Department’s social media and digital presence was enhanced with the hiring and training of
a community outreach and media specialist, Taylor McCombs. Her marketing background has been
instrumental in providing timely and accurate information to the public and media. She is working
with community, civic, social, school, and business groups to harness relationships for more efficient
information sharing.
In 2022, the Police Department will finalize acquisition and implementation of a new public safety
software suite. Launch of the new software is scheduled for mid-year. The Athena Public Safety
Suite, a product of ICS, provides a state-of-the-art computer-aided dispatch, records management
system, mobile data client and incident command and control. ICS, a Texas-based company, was
selected for not only their product but their customer service record. The software suite will service
Police, Fire, and EMS.
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